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Troop 7043

Rebecca Catagnus
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(610) 564-6008

Cynthia (Cyd) Darcas

CydDarcas@verizon.net

(610) 639-0807

Gail S. Keough

GailSKeough@gmail.com

(484) 919-1198

Benefits of Girl Scouting to Parents

National Girl Scout research has shown that Girl Scouting provides benefits to not only the girls involved, but their parents as well. As a Girl Scout parent you may spend more quality time with your daughter, enjoy a strengthened relationship, build lasting friendships with other adults, and develop leadership skills.

Girl Scouts gives parents and girls the opportunity to be involved in an activity that benefits the community and gives them a sense of personal satisfaction by achieving a goal together.

The Girl Scout Parent’s Promise*

On my honor, I will try:

To encourage and support my Girl Scout daughter,

To help her troop at all times, and

To obey the Girl Scout Parent’s Law

The Girl Scout Parent’s Law*

A Girl Scout Parent understands the true purpose of Girl Scouting.

A Girl Scout Parent gets his/her daughter to and from meetings on time.

A Girl Scout Parent knows a troop is a team effort.

A Girl Scout Parent sees the job through to the end.

A Girl Scout Parent sets a good example at all times.

A Girl Scout Parent is enthusiastic and cheerful.

A Girl Scout Parent does not consider the leader a babysitter.

A Girl Scout Parent brings troop problems to the leader first.

A Girl Scout Parent always does his or her part willingly.

A Girl Scout Parent is aware that Girl Scouting is for all girls.

*GSHNC adapted Parent’s Promise and Law

Responsibility of Girls and Parents

Girl Scout’s Responsibility to the Troop:
· To attend meetings and outings.

· To fulfill obligation of dues and know that permission slips are signed by a parent or guardian.

· To pass along important information to parents or leaders.

· To treat each member of the troop as a sister.

· To respect sister Girl Scouts.

· To respect troop leaders and troop parents.

· To participate in the meetings.

· To conduct themselves in a safe manner.

· To listen to others in the troop and show respect for what they are saying.

Parent’s Responsibility to the Troop: 

· To see that your daughter arrives and is picked up on time for all meetings

and outings.

· To help your daughter fulfill troop responsibilities (dues, permission slips, uniforms, etc.).

· To be supportive of your daughter in her Girl Scout endeavors (help her to complete missed activities).

· If possible, to notify the leaders ahead of time if your daughter will not be at a meeting.

· To check with your daughter’s leader for any important news or permission slips that may need to be signed, and to return completed paperwork promptly.

· To assist the troop and the troop leaders during meetings or activities on an as needed basis.

· To keep in contact with the leaders and give them feedback.

· To discuss any issues that arise with the leaders.

Parent’s Responsibility to the Troop (continued): 

· To help the troop leaders establish and maintain a positive environment within the troop, by talking with your daughter about acceptable behavior and by setting a positive example yourself.

· To let your daughter know that you consider her participation in Girl Scouting to be important.

· To attend parent meetings, group activities and special ceremonies.

Paperwork

· Parents must complete the following forms:

· Girl Membership paid directly to GSEP - annual fee is $25.

· Adult Membership (optional but strongly encouraged) - annual fee is $25 paid directly to GSEP.  Parents must be registered and submit clearances to attend troop activities.

· Health History Form - this form should be updated every year.

· Activity Permission Slip - no slip, no trip!

Volunteers are the Lifeblood of Girl Scouting

Our volunteers make a difference in the lives of girls, in the success of families and in the growth of communities. The strength of Girl Scouting rests on the shoulders of adult volunteers who are committed to helping all girls develop into strong, confident, capable women. Remember that your daughter’s troop leader is a volunteer. She spends a great deal of time attending trainings and preparing for and leading her meetings. Please support your Girl Scout’s troop and encourage her participation in activities to enable her to enjoy her Girl Scout experience. Girl Scouts is a team effort among leaders, girls and parents. There are many ways you can help your Girl Scout’s troop:

· Special events manager (arrange trips and other events)

· Recordkeeper (keep all troop records, including registration and individual girl records)

· Recognitions manager (check girls on recognitions work, arrange help when needed, keep recordkeeper informed)

· Phone tree manager (coordinate calling the girls if necessary)

· Fall Sale manager (responsible for the Fall Sales Nuts & Magazines)

· Cookie manager (responsible for the Cookie Sale)

· Emergency contact (available for leaders and parents to contact in case of an emergency while the troop is on a field trip)

· Assistant Leader or Co-Leader

Meetings

Our troop meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month on the second floor at Lower Providence Presbyterian Church, which is located at 3050 Ridge Pike, Audubon, PA 19403, from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. On occasion the troop may meet on different days at different locations for outings, tours, etc. 
Badges

Our troop does a lot of badge work but it is impossible to earn them all as a troop. Girls are more than welcome to work independently on badges. If you work independently on a badge, we encourage the girls to share what they did with the troop—though not required. 

Membership and Money

Membership
Girls must be registered members of GSUSA in order to participate in Girl Scouting activities. However, girls are not the only ones that can be Girl Scout members. Adults can become members, too! In fact, some positions and activities in Girl Scouts require the adult to become a Girl Scout member. Hey Dads... you can become members, too! Girl Scouts is not just for girls. There are many Dads that are also active Girl Scout members. Some even hold leadership positions in the Service Unit and Council! 

Registration and Dues 
In order to become a member, each person (girl or adult) needs to complete a registration form online at www.GSEP.org. There is a separate form for girl and adult members. Along with the form, you must also pay a $25 national registration fee. This fee goes completely to GSUSA and is used to provide accident insurance for any registered members during Girl Scout activities. The troop will NOT receive any of the money from registering with GSUSA. 
Troop Dues
Each troop designates and collects its own dues to help cover the cost of patches and supplies for meetings and activities. The current amount of dues for our troop is $25 at the beginning of the year. All dues/event checks should be made payable to Troop 7043. 
Money Earning Programs

*Please keep in mind that the money earned through these activities is used to pay for troop trips and activities. More importantly, money-earning programs are a great opportunity for your daughter to develop important life skills. You will notice that your daughter will become more confident and outspoken with each year’s cookie sale in the spring and magazine/nut sale in the fall! 

Fall Products
The troop will be selling candies, nuts and magazines in the fall. This is a low-pressure campaign. However, a larger portion of each sale goes to the troop during this fundraiser. If we make this a successful sale, the troop could earn a lot of money to apply to trips, activities and supplies to start out the year. 
Cookie Sale

The most famous money earning activity is the Girl Scout Cookie Sale. Girl Scouts will begin selling individually in late January and continue through early March. This is our major annual money-earning source. Funds from this sale will be used to fund special activities that the girls choose, as well as offset program expenses. 

Product Coordinators 
Helping our girls stay focused and organized during these vital money-earning activities can be a bit of a task all in and of itself. Keeping track of products, money, communications, and booth responsibilities is a whole separate job from guiding the girls down their Scouting path. If you have the time and inclination, volunteering to help your troop leaders out by taking on the role of Troop Product Coordinator can be a great way to contribute in concentrated bursts. As a troop, we are also open to any other fundraising ideas you have such as letter writing campaigns, yard sales, etc.
Trips and Transportation

For all trips outside of the regular meeting time and place, we are required to have a signed permission slip for each scout from a parent or guardian. Girls are not required to go on every outing. However, the girls will get out of Girl Scouting what they put into it! The girls who gain the most are the ones who try out everything they can. Coming to meetings is important, but the extra events and activities is where the real fun is! 

Parental involvement is very important in planning a trip. The troop must be able to provide adequate supervision and transportation for all the girls. We are required to follow the guidelines in the “Safety Activity Checkpoints” Girl Scout manual for all events. We must maintain a ratio of girls to adults based on the youngest age level attending: 
Information Sharing
Information is the cornerstone of a successful troop. It is VERY IMPORTANT that both the girls and parents know what is happening and what events and outings are coming up. Our troops primary mode of communication is Facebook. We post all events, happenings and photos here. The page has the privacy setting of “Secret,” which means it cannot be found by searching for it. In the event we have a new troop member, the privacy setting is changed to “Private” so that the group is searchable. In the “Private” setting, photos, posts and content is still not visible—only the name is visible for a new member until an admin approves the request to join the group. Once the new member is in the group, the privacy setting is returned to “Secret.” If you do not have Facebook, essential information can be sent through email. 
Girl Scout Glossary
Age Level: There are 6 age levels in Girl Scouting: Daisy (Kindergarten and 1st grade), Brownie (Grades 2-3), Junior (Grades 4-5), Cadette (Grades 6-8), Senior (Grades 9-10) and Ambassador (Grades 11-12) 
Baden-Powell: Lord Baden-Powell was the founder of the Boy Scout movement, Agnes Baden-Powell, his sister, was the founder of the Girl Guide movement in Europe 
Badges: Awards earned by Girl Scouts Daisy - Ambassador 
Bridging: the process of moving from one age level to another 
Bronze Award: The highest award a Junior Girl Scout can earn 
Brownie Pin: A pin worn only by Brownies showing they are a Brownie Girl Scout 
Brownie Ring: A form of troop government used during Brownie meetings 
Buddy System: A safety system where two or more girls stay together and watch out for each other. Girls are expected to follow this at all times. 

Council: The local organizing body, which acts as a liaison between the national organization and troops in our area. The Council also raises funds to support local programming and owns/operates Girl Scout camps.
Court of Awards: A ceremony used to present earned awards & recognitions
Daisy Pin: A pin worn only by Daisies showing their registration as a Daisy Girl Scout 
Flag Ceremony: Any ceremony including or honoring the flag.
Fly-up: The ceremony in which a Brownie becomes a Junior Girl Scout (is really the same thing as Bridging, but for Brownie to Junior only is called Flying-up due to tradition) 
Founder’s Day: October 31, the birthday of Juliette Gordon Low
Friendship Circle: A circle formed by standing Girl Scouts (and guests) usually used to close a meeting or special event, will often include a Friendship Squeeze 
Friendship Squeeze: While in a Friendship Circle, everyone joins hands, right over left, and passes a squeeze around the circle 
Girl Scout Birthday: The date of the first Girl Scout meeting in the USA, which was March 12, 1912.
Girl Scout handshake: Shake with left hand while making the Girl Scout sign with your right hand.
Girl Scout Motto: Be Prepared 
Girl Scouts’ Own: An inspirational ceremony with a theme planned by and for Girl Scouts 
Girl Scout Pin: A pin worn by all Girl Scouts Junior and above (including adults) to signify that they are Girl Scout members 
Girl Scout Sign: Three middle fingers of the right hand closed together, raised shoulder high with the arm at a 90 degree angle, thumb over little finger; used when saying the Girl Scout Promise or Law or when doing a Girl Scout handshake 
Girl Scout Slogan: Do a good turn daily
Gold Award: This is the highest award a Girl Scout can ever earn (it is earned as a Senior or Ambassador Girl Scout) 
Girl Scout Week: The week containing the Girl Scout Birthday (week of March 12th). Girls are asked to wear their uniforms to church and school throughout the week.

GSEP: Girl Scouts of Eastern Pennsylvania
GSUSA (Girl Scouts of the USA): This is the national organization for Girl Scouts.
Investiture: A special ceremony to welcome a Girl Scout where she receives her Girl Scout pin and officially makes her Promise for the first time. This is usually done soon after a new troop forms or when a girl joins an existing troop.

JLWFF: Juliette Low World Friendship Fund, a voluntary fund that benefits guiding throughout the world 
Juliette Gordon Low (“Daisy”): The founder of Girl Scouting in the USA
Kaper Chart: A chart showing all jobs available and who is responsible for each job, generally 
on a rotating basis 
Learning Petals: Awards earned by Daisy Girl Scouts, based on the 10 parts to the Girl Scout Law (shape: oval “petals”) 
Participation Patches: Recognition of girl’s participation in an activity, usually not an earned award, ALWAYS worn on the back of the vest/sash 
Patrol System: A form of troop government used by older girls (Juniors and above) in larger troops, the troop is subdivided into smaller groups 
Quiet Sign: The Girl Scout Sign (right three middle fingers closed together, thumb over little finger) raised high in the air, arm fully extended – it means stop talking 
Rededication: A ceremony when Girl Scouts reaffirm their belief in the Girl Scout Promise and Law; often combined with an Investiture Ceremony 
Safety Wise: (Old definition) the publication printed by the GSUSA detailing safety practices that should be adhered to for all scouts/troops 
Service Unit: The Council is divided into service areas/units based on geographic location. Each service area may serve multiple troops. Every month Service Unit meetings are held and parents are encouraged to attend. Our Service Unit is Horizon 648.

Silver Award: The highest award a Cadette Girl Scout can earn
Sit Upon: A cushion to sit on (camping especially), usually made by the girls themselves 

SWAPS: Small Whatchamacallit Affectionately Pinned on Somewhere. Also: Share With A Pal. These are as a small, handmade crafts that usually symbolize the theme of an event. Girl Scouts also exchange SWAPS through the mail. These should not be worn on the uniform. Some girls will pin them on a hat to wear; others pin on a wall hanging; and others keep it in a safe box.
Thinking Day: February 22. The birthday of both Lord and Lady Baden-Powell, designated as a day to think about Girl Scouts and Guides worldwide.

Trefoil – the international symbol of Girl Scouting, the shape used for the Girl Scout Pin 
Troop Committee: Adults who assist the troop in some way, either at the meetings or by taking on jobs such as Emergency Contact
Try-Its: (Old definition) awards earned by Brownie Girl Scouts (shape: triangle) 
WAGGGS (World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts): The worldwide organization that has members in over 100 countries around the world. Girl Scouts of the USA is one of the members of the association.

Wider Opportunity: An opportunity outside of the regular meeting place, although usually used to refer to larger trip opportunities for older scouts (Cadettes and above) 
World Trefoil Pin – a pin worn by members of WAGGGS (which includes all US Girl Scouts) 
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